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Our Educational Philosophy

Templelsrael of the City of New York is a iritual community dedicatedo thevalueof Life Long
Learning. Our god is for all menbersof the synagogueto be actively involved in Torah study

leading to greater Jewish knowledge and deeper Jewish involvement.

As a progressivesynagoguesffiliated with the Union of Reform Judaismwe are committedto a
pluralistic, feedomcentred &wish life All Jews,regadlessof their background,are invited to be
partof our community. We encouragelewishgrowth honoringthe individual choicesand personal
decisiongthatal Jews arefreeto makein ther lives. At Templelsrael,there is no oneway to be
Jewishand we encouragesachindividual Jewto find his/herown unigue connectionwith Jewish
tradition. We areuniquelysensitiveand accommaodatingo the moden Jewishfamily especiallythe
needsof interfaith families, blendedfamilies, and two-working parentfamilies. The synagogueds
renownedfor its outreach activities. Our Religious School program promotesand supportsthis

approach to Jewish life and living.

Temple IsraelOsReligious Schod offers toddlers through high school seniors a distinctive
opportunityto learnabou their Jewishheritage to exgore and expandtheir Judaicknowledge,and

to strengthen their Jewish identity.

Our central task at the Religious Schoolis to build a positive Jewish identity, self image and
commitment Our goalis to provide the highes qudity Jewishedwcaion in a warm anderriching
environment. We strive to promotethe growth and developmenof eachchild andto form a strong
identification with the Jewish peopleand the Jewishcommunity. We accomplishthis through a
commitmentto cultivating a dynamic,effective anddiverseteaching staff madeup of experienced

teachers.

Throughthe study of Jewishhistory, customs,rituals, Mitzvot, ethics, valuesand currentevents
about krael and Jews throughotetworld, our childrendarn to appreciate our e, to devidp a
senseof personaland communalregonsibility and to realizethe relevanceof Jewishteachingto
their dailylives. Hebrew is taughtor the study of Torah and prayes amodernliving language of
our peopleand is reinforcedby the children'sparticipationin the Shabbatservicesand holiday

celebrations.

The core of the Jewishcurriculum of Religious Schoolis the Chai and Mitkadem Curriculum

of the Union of Reform Judaism. Beginningin the 2" grade,our studentsbegin the processof
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intenseHebrewstudies utilizing the MitkademCurriculum which emphasizesndividualizedstudy
of the Hebrewof the Siddur. Similarly, in the 2" Grade, our schoolutilizes the Chai Curriculum
which enablesour studentsto acquirea strong core of Jewishliteracy basedon the three central
value concepts of Judaisiforah (Sacred Literature Avodah

(Religious Sevice), and Gemillut Hasadm (Deeds of Loving Kindness). Our curriculum is

enhanced by the use of music, drama, storytelling, art, dance, and field trips, and family programs.

Appropriateways for parentsto paticipatein their childOseducation,both within the classroom
settingand through Family Education,is centralto our mission. Our school yearis filled with
specialeventsthat trarslate Jewishlearning into joyful opportuniies for Jewish celebration and

growth.

We havea dynamiceducatiornprogramthatis especiallyeffectivein creatingan oppatunity for our
childrenandtheir families tocelebra¢ a BarBat Mitzvahat our synagoguehatis apostive Jewish
experienceand a wondeful family celebration. We are also committed to the retention of our
children beyondBar/Bat Mitzvah throughour clergy taughtHebrew High School,Youth Groups,

and Jewish camping.

Key Elements of our Educational Program

Foundation of Religious School Program:

1. WeeklyTefillah (Prayer) and Music with our Music Specialist

I"  Chai Curriculum----a 7 year Jewish literacy program developed by the Reform Movement
constructed around three valu@erah Avodah,andGemillut Hasadim(ShouldnOt you
translate?)

3. Mitkadem Hebrew Program- an individualized prayer book Hebrew program developed by
Reform Jewish educators which allows each student to go at his/her own pace.

4. Monthly Youth Services B Saturday mornings from 11:00am D 12 noon. Parents and
children are invited to attend together. Each month a different grade level is highlighted in
the service.

5. School Holiday Curriculum: a School-wide program that enables our students to learn
something new each year about our Jewish Holidays.

6. Special events including unique worship services, guest speakers, movies, and trips
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Parent/child educational opportunities

Youth groups: 78 Club youth group"(& 8" grades) and the 56 Club youth group £&6™
grades)

Cantor NesisOs Youth Choir which rehearses before school. Please contact Cantor Nesis for
more information at snesis@templeisraelnyc.org



School Hours

The school meets on the following days:

v/ Kindergarten Monday 4:15- 5:45 pm

¥ 1, 2, 3 Grades Wednesday 4:15- 5:45 pm

¥ 4,5, 6 Grades Monday and Wednesday 4:15- 5: 45 pm
% 7 Grade Thursday 4:15- 5:45 pm

% 8 Grade Thursday 4:15- 5:45 pm

% 9 &10 Grade Thursday (3x Monthly) 5:45 -7:00 pm

¥ 11 &12 Grades Monthly-Time/Dates per School Calendar

When Should a Child Enroll in our School?

Our approach to Jewish education is very simple. The more education children have the more
effective it will be and the more developed will be their Jewish identities.

We strongly urge our families to enroll their children in our Kindergarten program and to keep them
enrolled through our High School program. For the childOs own educational benefit, it is strongly
urged that children be enrolled by tHé grade.

Opening Day Procedures

Theschool calenddfior the entire year is posted on ougbsite

Monday September 14th

First Session for Kindergarteri’, 4" and &' Grades
School Begins at 4:15 pm. with an assembly in the Sanctuary. Parents are invited.

Kindergarten Students should be taken at 4:15 pm directly to their classrooms Bfidbe 4

Wednesday, September 16th

First Session fors] 2 and & Grades.

School Begins at 4:15 pm. with an assembly in the Sanctuary. Parents are invited.

Thursday, September 17th

First Session of'7and 8 Grades
Students should go to the Chapel at 4:15 pm
ManhaTl Youth Group (grades 9 b 12) 5:45-7:00 pm

Thursday, September 24

First Session of 9th and 10th Grades 5:45-7:00 pm



Parent Reception
Sponsored by the Religious School Parent Association
Monday, September 14 & Wednesday, September 16
5:00 pm in the courtyard
Come and meet the other Parents of our Religious School

Special Events and our Calendar

i Parent/ Teacher cktail Party: Tuesday, September 30| 6:30 - 800 pm
(This is in lieu of meet the teaber nght)

& Tu Bishvat Shabbat Srvice followed by Tu Bishvat Seder |Saturday January 30
10:30am to noon.

@ Purim Megillah Reading and Carnval |[Sunday, Febany 28"

i Mitzvah Day |Sunday, April 10" | under the auspices of thecgd Action
Committee

E

Shabbat Live Bthe 3¢ Frid ay of eah month. 6:00pm.

For afull listing of all prgrams and eents visit ourwebsite

Opportunities for Family Worship

Two years ago, our religious school institutedamthly Youth ShabbaRabbi Londy and
SheeaaMill er lead anonthly Youth Shabbat Service on Saturday morning frbam to
noon. All students from all gades and their prentsareinvitedto come. However,each
month, a specific class is highhigd and given opprtunities to lead pas of the service. All
of these datescan be fond on our Religious $wool Calendar.

Early Arrival at School

Students may only go up to théHior sixth floors &er 3:30 p.m. awhich timethey may
remain in classroonstaffed by our teachs. Oneis aquiet room for honework on the fifth
floor. The second room, loeted on tle 8" floor, isa OhanguiO room where students are
allowed to socialize. #4:05 p.m. the stéfwvill direct their sudents to go tolass.

WhatOs Going On? Being Informed About the Classroom



Rabbi Londy sendsub anewsletter, Gesher aBayit, to the parents onragularbasis This
newslettemllows theteachers to update parents exacthatweach clesshas been studying
and doing.

Parentsre also eoouraged to mai the te@hers. Each teachbas a Tanple Israel ema
address that they check regularly. In general, your ctlasbaé may be reached at firstitial,
last name @tenpisraelnyc.org. Exanple: Debosh WrubdOs mail address is
dwrubel@empleisaelnycorg.

In additian, Rabbi Londy is dways availabled update you on ghprayram andto help you
find out specifianformation that you might want to know andgpeak to/meet with any
parent &out any matter. The meetings will benapletey confidertial. The best wayto
arange suchameeting is to make an appointment. Dropping in unexpectedly at the
beginning of school to discuss a major issue does not always lend itself to a fruitful
discussion.

You may also always email Rabbi Londy (alondy@templeisraclnyc.org) or call him at the
office -212-249-5002, if necessary, to discuss an urgent matter. When in doubt, contact him!

KAVOD b the Behavior Principle of our School

Tempk Israel Religious Shool is proud to promote respedfAVOD- for our £hooland
institution, for Jewsh learning, and foourselves and others

CODE OF KAVOD

We show respect and honor to Temple Israel B our home.

We show respect and honor to our people, traditions and history, and towards a life-long
commitment to Jewish learning.

We show respect to oiorim - teachers, ouChaverim - friends and to ourselves by our
conduct, demeanor and actions.

It is the philosophy of the school that a studentOs valuable learning time should not be interrupted by
a disruptive classmate. All students havaght to a good education. Therefore, thiscipline
policy is as follows:

I Teachersare responsiblefor the managemenbf their studentsat all times throughoutthe
Religious School session.Teaches will make every atemptto be fair in their pdlicies and give
ample warnings to any students causing a disruption.

'If a studentf)beNhavioris interruding the leaming of others the studengs) will be sentto the
Temple EducatorOs office.

I If it is necessary to send a student out of class repeatedly, the student will meet with the

Temple Eduator to discus the problem.A plan of action will be determinedthatwill enablethe

student to work towards behavioral improvement. Parents may be contacted if the studentOs behavior
warrants it.



I Continuationof the problemmay resultin a request for a parentconference,or further action as
deemed necessary by the Temple Educator.

Class Trips

Planned trips for our school are an integral part of the program. The parents have given us
permission to take these trips in the original sign up documentation. However, you always will be
informed in advance of any trip that is planned and any special drop off or pick up related to a trip.

Food Policy

The Religious School provides snacks for all of our Religious School students. Children may bring
shacks to be eaten only in the Early Arrival rooms before school begins. Students will be allowed to
eat during the first 15 minutes of class P then all food must be put away.

Allergies to peanuts, peanut butter and other nut products are a serious health concern. People who
are highly allergic are at risk for anaphylactic shock, which is a medical emergency. Some people

are so sensitive that even the smell of peanuts or second-hand contact with someone who has eaten a
peanut product can produce a reaction. Each year at Temple Israel we have a number of students
with peanut allergies.

For health and safety reasons, please do not send any peanuts, peanut butter or food items with
peanuts or nuts as ingredients to school for snack or lunch. We also must ask that all snacks be sent
in their original packaging so that we may check the ingredients, if necessary, as many snacks are
prepared in the same facilities where products containing peanuts are produced.

While we cannoguaranteethat Temple Israel of the City of New York Religious School is a
peanut-free school, this policy will help us significantly reduce the opportunity for peanut products
to be brought into our facility.

Classroom Visitations

Our patnership wih our parents is an essential iegjen to the success of oschool.
However, we see theaslsroom as a seed comnunity andbdieve that theteacherOs need to
be able to create a safe,mdéarning environment. We weloe parental visitaton.
However, we netoregect the integrity of the teaching environment. Thus, parental
visitation must be dioe with the prior appoval from Rabbi Landy. Rabbi Landy and the
teacher will discuss arppropriae time for this visit to take pte.

Early Pick-Up

We have very little time with our studernige sk that families do everything in thegower
to arange the schedules so that their children do not need to leakhg. elf parents (or thei
surrogate) need to take a chil out eay, they need to come to the officarkt. They needo
sign the child out. Téy will receive a pago take to the classroom so that thectes can
dismiss the loild. A teacher isiot pemittedto dlow achild to leave classwithout
authorizatiorfrom the officethat tiechild has been approptely sgned out. This
procedure is here toprotectthe studat, the teaber, and our parents. There will be no
exceptiors.
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Bringing a Friend to Class

A student may ol bring a friend to class with the pripermissionof Rabbi Londy. We ask
that this permisen berequestedtdead 24 hours prior to the school s@&mn. If an
arangement has been made fa the chid to bringa friend, the \gitor (friend) must ome to
the office first to gain a permission slip to visit the classroo

Report Cards

Our vision is to create a learning community where learning takes place without a sense of
judgment and competition. Our goal is to develop a commitment to Jewish life, an awareness
of God, sense of a Jewish community and a respect of other human beings. Character
development, religious growth, and community building are primary. We are interested in
impacting these young people in a very personal way.

At the end of the year, student progress reports are filled out and sent home. There are no

grades. The teachers give a personal reflection on each student’s progress both spiritually
and academically.

Getting Involved in Your ChildOs Education

One of the major goald our Religious Schol is to worktowardsoining school and
parents in agrtnerdip venurefor Jewish eduation. Working with parents gsecialy the
classroom paent isusdul.

Each class needs Class Patavho areassigned by the Parat Assaiaton andwho will be
called upon when your childOs class or grade is in nepdaifl assistancesharon
Feldman, our PantAssociation Presidenislooking for voluntees from dl classes.
Suyoporting the activities of he Paent Associdion espedally joining their steering conmittee

is vitd to the succss d our schal. Hease @mplete the Wlunteer OpprtunitiesForm and
return to us. Shron Feldmanmay be reached ateldman@amlpc.com

Attendance Policy

Hours matter in Jeish education Eveay time a sudert misses a class this causes a dicén
the learning experience.

Attendanced taken by the teacheevery day taReligious $hool isin session.
When astudent is late to class, that will be duly noted as well.
After each absence, an ABSENCE CARDilled out and serhome

We expect a mimmum 75% attendaethroughout the yearf & student is excessivel
absent, the school will requitlee student to reeive private tutaing at the family& expense.

11



What if my ChildOs Schedule Does Not Permit Him/Her to Attend
Religious School?

We believein our program. We want our studeats to leam andto be part of a community.
Howe\er, we live in acompex world and every family &s unfjueneeds. We have pocedures
and protocols to addressthes unique situdions. We want our schal to be user friendly.
Contac¢ Rabbi Londy if this is an is®for your family and you child.
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Arrival and Dismissal

Kindergarten and First Grade

Kindergarterand Frst Gracde students must blerought totheir classroan by an adul The
studensg will be dsmissal from their classrooms. Pargs oran authorizd person for pick
up should stand aside the class uihthe eachershave formally dignissal the clas.

2" through 6™ grades

From 2" grade througle™ grade, students are brought down by their teadb¢he area
immediately outsid d the main santcary. There the teachers aespongble for making

sure that a child is connected with an authorized person for pick upeathers and
Sharrye Moae, Religous School Offie Managar, have a comptensve list of who &
authorzedto pick up eery child. If a person is not on the list as an authorized person for
pick up, the student will not be releasednem. The pares can alays addauthoized
persons for pick up by atading the office.

Studens andparerts leave lhrough the Park Avenue Ex

We ask that parents do not takeit child as they come off the elevator and taleentbut
the Lexington Avenuexit.
The teahers will not leave until every child is aceaed fa.

Please be prompt. If youegoing b be delagd, pleasenform us so thiayour chid will
not be worried.

We know that parking is a major prefrl. However, it is not perntied for students tgo
out to a vehicle waitended by a parent or authorized person for pick-up. If yaoi your
child to be eleased in that mane, the parent must indi¢a in writing thathis is permited.

If the gudent is not pickd up by 6:00 pm, thdwdent is &ken to the RégiousSchaml office
on the5™ floor.

All of these rules are meant to keep our students safe. Safety and security is our highest

priority. We ask foryour full cooper#ion in this matter. PFease ensure that you have
compleed al appropriate paperwork regarding pick-up prior to the first day ofodcho
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School Closures & The Alert Now System

Pleaseeferto the school calendarHoweverthere maybe unforeseerircumstancesvhere weneed
to cancel a regularly scheduled session.

We use theALERT NOW - Rapid Notification Service. This service allows us to send a voice
messagandor email to ALL of our studeris parentson their contac numberghome phones, work
phones and cell phones) within minutes after an emergency or incident has occurred at the school.

Our ReligiousSchoolwill beutilizing the ALERTNOW sevice ona limited basisto sendmessages
to parentsregarding:Reschedulinglue to inclement weatherand unforegen circumstancesvhen
communicationwith parentsis required (such as a snow day). In the instance of emergency
situations the messge may provide emergencyinstructionsto parentson whatthey needto do to
respondto their child. The ddivery successof the messagds only as successfulas the contact
information we have for our studerts and for you, sopleasemake certainthat we hawe the mog
currentandup to datecontact information. If this information changes throughout the year pleas
let us know immediately.

Important:

Your caler ID will display theTenple's 212249-5000 main numter arytimea cdl is coming
throughfrom the Tempe/Sclool. Cdler ID will na display a nane associated with the
numbe.

Your caller ID will display 411 arytime an emergency call (examplesrelocation,
evaaationor lockdown) is caming thraughfrom the Temple/School

Caler ID will not display aname associated with the nunber.

The system will leave a message on your home voicemail or answering mechine. It
will also cal both parents cell phones. However, the system is set to ring each line six
(6) times.If your answering machine is se to pick up after the sixth ring a message will
not be ddivered to your machine. We encourage you to set it at five (5) rings.

If you have such things as Telemarketer Zapper or Privacy Director on your telephame
lines you may not receive the call.  For example, with Privacy Director all

incoming calls are rerouted and the callers must identify themselves for the call to go
through. Because our system is auomated it will not identify itself thus the call will not
getthrough to your numbe. Questonsor comments may be direciedto
admin@terpleisraelnyc.org.

Emergency Procedures

The Religious School conducts at least one fire drill during the course of the school year. The
teachers are carefully trained as to the proper evacuation procedure.

Each class is accounted for and then given instructions.

If the need to evacuate the building and not return to it as in the case with a fire drill, we
continue to our "safe place" in the neighborhood.
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Temple Israel has two "safe places" where we are welcome to enter at any time in an
emergency. The first is Hewitt School, located on Seventy-Fifth Street between Park and
Madison on the north side of the street. The second is St. JeanBapist Church, located on the
corner d Lexington and 76 dreet.

Should we berequred toleawe the building we wil be at one othesetwo locatons.

From here we Wi wait with all studets wntil they are pickedpu We have anemegencylist
that we take with us for alldiill s that haseveryaneOgontact numbes @t a glance)

Assisting Children with Special Needs

Many of our teachersalve advance taining in teaching gudents with gecial need.

If your child has a uigue educatind style orneed, please spdainformthe schod.

Cal Rabbi Londy so that the sabol is avare of these isgs. BEverything tha is hared will be
held in confdence.

Homework

We want our stdents learn on miiple levels. Havever, we have found moe work is not
usually effetive. It is appropriate and wise to require the students to practice Hebrew reading with
their parents.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

A family may set a Bar/Bat Mitzvah date beginning in tHg@de. The child must be enrolled in
our school in order for the family to receive the date. Cantor Nesis is responsible for setting these
dates. Please contact her directly. Let DJG see if this is OK.

Standards for Becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Our Religious School program begins in Kindergarten and contimwesghthe 12" gradewith our
Senior Seminar. We strongly encourageour studentsto enter the program in Kindergarten.
However, every child must receivea minimum of four years of Religious Schod education at

Temple Israel beginning in the 4th grade and continue minimally through the 7" Grade. If a
child becomesBar/Bat Mitzvah in the 8" Grade,the Bar/Bat Mitzvah candidateis expectd to be
enrolled in our 8 Grade program.

All of our studentswill havemasteredasicHebrewskills for ShabbatWorship in their Religious
School studiesThough Ba#Bat Mitzvah trainingwith the Cantorwill end at thetime of the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah ceremonypecominga Bat/BarMitzvah is a lifelong pursuit. Our assumptionis not only
that our studentswill continuein the 7" and 8" Grades,but will remainin our educationaprogran
minimally with our Rabbis througKabbalat Torah(Confirmation) in the 10Grade.

All paentsandBar/Bat Mitzvah candidatesnustattend in the year prior to their celebration,our
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Workshops with our Rabbis and Cantors.

All studentswill meetweekly with our Canors beginningappgoximatly six months prior to the

celebration. In orderto becomea Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Tenple Israel, the child mustbe trainedby
our synagogue Cantors.
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In the sixth grade,specialemphass will be placed on Hebrew prayes thatyour child will chantat

their Bar/Bat Mitzvah senice. In the month prior to the beginningof Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessns, a

child will receiveindividualizedenrichmentwith our Rdigious Schod Prayer Coordinatorso that
the studentwill befully preppedto beginformal Bar/BatMitzvahlessonslif a child hasinsufficient
Hebrew skills, as determinedby the Cantor at the begnning of the training, additional tutoring

might be necessaryat the familyOsexpense. Thesetutors will be engagedthrough the Temple
Educator.Equivalencyrequrementsare determinedoy the Rabbs and Cantorsof the congregation
in consultation with the Board of Trustees.

Beginningfour monthsprior to theBar/Bat Mitzvahceremonyall familieswill work privately with
RabbiLondy in the fulfillment of the Eilu Devaim: 13 Mitzvot Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family Eduaation
project in the months preceding the student becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

All studentswill meetprivately with Rabbi Gelfandto preparefor the celebration including the
preparationof a Bar/Bat MitzvahDvar Torah, sermonette gapproximatdy six weeks prior to the
event. Parents are expected to attend the first session.

Eachfamily mustbe membersin good standingat TempleIsraelincluding Religious Schooland
Bar/Bat Mitzvah fees.

Creating a Positive Jewish Teaching Environment at our School

1. Hebrew Names:

Teachers reed tle Hebrew names oftteir children and parentsearequested to complete
this info. on heir childOs registratidarm. If a child ebes not have a Helew name, please
inform Rabbi Londy. Rabbi Gelfand ad Rabbi Londy will find an @propriae way to
provide the child with a Hebrew me.

1" Tzedakah and Maasim Tovim: (Charity and Good Deeds)

Our school rcourage the act of Tzedakahand he daoing of ma'asim tovin (good deeds).
We ask that you find an appropriate time during the day both on all days of our program to
collect Tzedakah.

Please nake suretha your child has a small amaut of money togive toTzedakalwhen it
is collected. Discuss with #mwhy this isimportant.

We also plan on deloping individual mitzvah projects forach dass tha hopefully wil
involve the @rents dé our children.

3. Encouraging Shabbat Attendance:

We want our fanili esto be active in tk spiitud life d the congregationComing to
syhagogue on agular basis reinfaeseverything that wera trying totransmit toour
studentsTemple Isral dfers nique aamily -freidnly worship pporturities on Shatet ard
holidays.
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Informal Jewish Education and Youth Programs

Thisyea Temple srad engaged anew Youth Group Adwor, Nicde Bernad. She is
responsibledr all informd youth grogramming. W hawethree youth groups:
ManhaTl (9' b 12 grades)

78 Club (" & 8" grades)

56 Club (%' & 6" grades)

If you have any questions about our youth pragming pleag contact Nicole Bernard, at
nbernard@templeisetnyc.orgor by calling 212249-5002.

Interfaith Families: Our Approach

Tenple Israelof the City of New York is aninclusve communiy. RabbiGelfand,our spiritual
leackr, has been at the forefront of Jewsh outreach and making synagogieOsnclusive and
welcoming to interfaith families We are delighted that so many non-Jwish parent are so
supportive bthe &wish educabn of their children This suppd is ©mehing that we hnor.

Our teahers ae trained to Andle the gecial needs of intdaith families.

We havein our schoola sgnificantnumberof children from interfaith familieswhere the non-
Jewish parner hasagreedto raisetheir children as Jewid. Howeer, even in thesefamilies
where a Jewid idenity is souwght for the children, issues abaut Christianity especialy
Christmas arise. Isiappropriate for ar teachers to answar the following way: Ol ssemsthat
you havea greatinterest in this subject. However, this is a Jewishschooland we are going to
discuss Judaism and JewpracticesO
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Contact Us:

Rabbi Alan Londy, Temple Educatatfondy@templeisraelnyc.org 212-249-5002
Sharrye Moore, Office Manager smoore@templieisraelnyc.org 212-249-5002

Nicole Bernard, Youth Advisor nbernard@templeisraelnyc.org212-249-5002

www.templeisraelnyc.org
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