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Our Educational Philosophy

Temple Israel of the City of New York is a spiritual community dedicated to the value of Li fe Long

Learning. Our goal is for all members of the synagogue to be actively involved in Torah study

leading to greater Jewish knowledge and deeper Jewish involvement.

As a progressive synagogue affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism, we are committed to a

pluralistic, freedom-centered Jewish life.   All Jews, regardless of their background, are invited to be

part of our community.  We encourage Jewish growth honoring the individual choices and personal

decisions that all  Jews are free to make in their lives.  At Temple Israel, there is no one way to be

Jewish and we encourage each individual Jew to find his/her own unique connection with Jewish

tradition. We are uniquely sensitive and accommodating to the modern Jewish family especially the

needs of interfaith families, blended families, and two-working parent families.  The synagogue is

renowned for its outreach activities.  Our Religious School program promotes and supports this

approach to Jewish life and living.

Temple IsraelÕs Religious School offers toddlers through high school seniors a distinctive

opportunity to learn about their Jewish heritage, to explore and expand their Judaic knowledge, and

to strengthen their Jewish identity.

Our central task at the Religious School is to build a positive Jewish identity, self image and

commitment.  Our goal is to provide the highest quality  Jewish education in a warm and enriching

environment.  We strive to promote the growth and development of each child and to form a strong

identification with the Jewish people and the Jewish community. We accomplish this through a

commitment to cultivating a dynamic, effective and diverse teaching staff made up of experienced

teachers.

Through the study of Jewish history, customs, rituals, Mitzvot, ethics, values and current events

about Israel and Jews throughout the world, our children learn to appreciate our people, to develop a

sense of personal and communal responsibility and to realize the relevance of Jewish teaching to

their daily lives.  Hebrew is taught for the study of Torah and prayer, as a modern living language of

our people and is reinforced by the children's participation in the Shabbat services and holiday

celebrations.

The core of the Jewish curriculum  of Religious School is the Chai and Mitkadem Curriculum

of the Union of Reform Judaism. Beginning in the 2nd grade, our students begin the process of

4



intense Hebrew studies utilizing the Mitkadem Curriculum which emphasizes individualized study

of the Hebrew of the Siddur.   Similarly, in the 2nd Grade, our school utilizes the Chai Curriculum

which enables our students to acquire a strong core of Jewish literacy based on the three central

value concepts of Judaism: Torah (Sacred Literature), Avodah 

(Religious Service), and Gemillut Hasadim (Deeds of Loving Kindness). Our curriculum is

enhanced by the use of music, drama, storytelling, art, dance, and field trips, and family programs.  

Appropriate ways for parents to participate in their childÕs education, both within the classroom

setting and through Family Education, is central to our mission.   Our school year is filled with

special events that translate Jewish learning into joyful opportunities for Jewish celebration and

growth.

We have a dynamic education program that is especially effective in creating an opportunity for our

children and their families to celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at our synagogue that is a positive Jewish

experience and a wonderful family celebration.  We are also committed to the retention of our

children beyond Bar/Bat Mitzvah through our clergy taught Hebrew High School, Youth Groups,

and Jewish camping.

Key Elements of our Educational Program

Foundation of Religious School Program:

1. Weekly Tefillah (Prayer) and Music with our Music Specialist 

!" Chai Curriculum----a 7 year Jewish literacy program developed by the Reform Movement
constructed around three values: Torah, Avodah, and Gemillut Hasadim. (ShouldnÕt you
translate?)

3. Mitkadem Hebrew Program- an individualized prayer book Hebrew program developed by
Reform Jewish educators which allows each student to go at his/her own pace.

4. Monthly Youth Services Ð Saturday mornings from 11:00am Ð 12 noon.  Parents and
children are invited to attend together. Each month a different grade level is highlighted in
the service.

5. School Holiday Curriculum: a School-wide program that enables our students to learn
something new each year about our Jewish Holidays.

6. Special events including unique worship services, guest speakers, movies, and trips
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7. Parent/child educational opportunities

!" Youth groups: 78 Club youth group (7th & 8th grades) and the 56 Club youth group (5th & 6th

grades) 

9. Cantor NesisÕs Youth Choir which rehearses before school. Please contact Cantor Nesis for
more information at snesis@templeisraelnyc.org
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School Hours

The school meets on the following days:

 Kindergarten    Monday   4:15- 5:45 pm
 1, 2, 3 Grades Wednesday 4:15- 5:45 pm 
  4, 5, 6 Grades Monday and Wednesday 4:15- 5: 45 pm
  7 Grade Thursday   4:15- 5:45 pm
  8 Grade Thursday   4:15- 5:45 pm
  9 &10 Grade   Thursday (3x Monthly) 5:45 -7:00 pm
  11 &12 Grades Monthly-Time/Dates per School Calendar

When Should a Child Enroll in our School?

Our approach to Jewish education is very simple.  The more education children have the more
effective it will be and the more developed will be their Jewish identities.

We strongly urge our families to enroll their children in our Kindergarten program and to keep them
enrolled through our High School program.  For the childÕs own educational benefit, it is strongly
urged that children be enrolled by the 2nd grade.

Opening Day Procedures

The school calendar for the entire year is posted on our website.

Monday September 14th 

First Session for Kindergarten, 4th, 5th and 6th Grades

School Begins at 4:15 pm. with an assembly in the Sanctuary. Parents are invited.

Kindergarten Students should be taken at 4:15 pm directly to their classrooms on the 4th floor.

Wednesday, September 16th 

First Session for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Grades.

School Begins at 4:15 pm. with an assembly in the Sanctuary. Parents are invited.

Thursday, September 17th

First Session of 7th and 8th Grades 
Students should go to the Chapel at 4:15 pm

ManhaTI Youth Group (grades 9 Ð 12) 5:45-7:00 pm

Thursday, September 24

First Session of 9th and 10th Grades   5:45-7:00 pm
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Parent Reception 
Sponsored by the Religious School Parent Association 
Monday, September 14th   & Wednesday, September 16th

5:00 pm in the courtyard
Come and meet the other Parents of our Religious School 

Special Events and our Calendar

 Parent/ Teacher Cocktail Party: Tuesday, September 30th | 6:30 - 8:00 pm

(This is in lieu of meet the teacher night)

 Tu Bishvat Shabbat Service followed by Tu Bishvat Seder |Saturday January 30
10:30am to noon.

 Pur im Megillah Reading and Carnival |Sunday, February 28th  

 Mitzvah Day |Sunday, April 10th | under the auspices of the Social Action
Committee

 Shabbat Live Ð the 3rd Frid ay of each month. 6:00pm. 

For a full li sting of all programs and events visit our website.

Opportunities for Family Worship

Two years ago, our religious school instituted a monthly Youth Shabbat. Rabbi Londy and
Sheera Mill er lead a monthly Youth Shabbat Service on Saturday morning from 11 am to
noon. All students from all grades and their parents are invited to come.  However, each
month, a specific class is highlighted and given opportunities to lead parts of the service.  All
of these dates can be found on our Religious School Calendar.

Early Arrival at School

Students may only go up to the fifth or sixth floors after 3:30 p.m. at which time they may
remain in classrooms staffed by our teachers. One is a quiet room for homework on the fifth
floor.  The second room, located on the 6th floor, is a Òhang outÓ room where students are
allowed to socialize.  At 4:05 p.m. the staff wil l direct their students to go to class.

WhatÕs Going On? Being Informed About the Classroom
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Rabbi Londy sends out a newsletter, Gesher LaBayit, to the parents on a regular basis. This
newsletter allows the teachers to update parents exactly what each class has been studying
and doing.

Parents are also encouraged to email the teachers.  Each teacher has a Temple Israel email
address that they check regularly. In general, your class teacher may be reached at first initial,
last name @templeisraelnyc.org. Example: Deborah WrubelÕs email address is
dwrubel@templeisraelnyc.org. 

In addition, Rabbi Londy is always available to update you on the program and to help you
find out specific information that you might want to know and to speak to/meet with any
parent about any matter. The meetings will be completely confidential.  The best way to
arrange such a meeting is to make an appointment. Dropping in unexpectedly at the
beginning of school to discuss a major issue does not always lend itself to a fruitful
discussion.

You may also always email Rabbi Londy (alondy@templeisraelnyc.org) or call him at the
office -212-249-5002, if necessary, to discuss an urgent matter.  When in doubt, contact him!

KAVOD Ð the Behavior Principle of our School

Temple Israel Religious School is proud to promote respect - KAVOD - for our school and
institution, for Jewish learning, and for ourselves and others.

CODE OF KAVOD

We show respect and honor to Temple Israel Ð our home.

We show respect and honor to our people, traditions and history, and towards a life-long
commitment to Jewish learning.

We show respect to our Morim  - teachers, our Chaverim - friends and to ourselves by our
conduct, demeanor and actions.

It is the philosophy of the school that a studentÕs valuable learning time should not be interrupted by
a disruptive classmate. All students have a right to a good education. Therefore, the discipline
policy is as follows:

!  Teachers are responsible for the management of their students at all  times throughout the
Religious School session. Teachers will  make every attempt to be fair in their policies and give
ample warnings to any students causing a disruption.

! If  a studentÕs behavior is interrupting the learning of others, the student(s) will  be sent to the
Temple EducatorÕs office.

! If it is necessary to send a student out of class repeatedly, the student will meet with the
Temple Educator to discuss the problem. A plan of action will  be determined that will  enable the
student to work towards behavioral improvement. Parents may be contacted if the studentÕs behavior
warrants it.
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! Continuation of the problem may result in a request for a parent conference, or further action as
deemed necessary by the Temple Educator.

Class Trips

Planned trips for our school are an integral part of the program. The parents have given us
permission to take these trips in the original sign up documentation.  However, you always will be
informed in advance of any trip that is planned and any special drop off or pick up related to a trip.

Food Policy

The Religious School provides snacks for all of our Religious School students. Children may bring
snacks to be eaten only in the Early Arrival rooms before school begins. Students will be allowed to
eat during the first 15 minutes of class Ð then all food must be put away.

Allergies to peanuts, peanut butter and other nut products are a serious health concern. People who
are highly allergic are at risk for anaphylactic shock, which is a medical emergency. Some people
are so sensitive that even the smell of peanuts or second-hand contact with someone who has eaten a
peanut product can produce a reaction.  Each year at Temple Israel we have a number of students
with peanut allergies.

For health and safety reasons, please do not send any peanuts, peanut butter or food items with
peanuts or nuts as ingredients to school for snack or lunch. We also must ask that all snacks be sent
in their original packaging so that we may check the ingredients, if necessary, as many snacks are
prepared in the same facilities where products containing peanuts are produced.

While we cannot guarantee that Temple Israel of the City of New York Religious School is a
peanut-free school, this policy will help us significantly reduce the opportunity for peanut products
to be brought into our facility.

Classroom Visitations

Our partnership with our parents is an essential ingredient to the success of our school.
However, we see the classroom as a sacred community and believe that the teacherÕs need to
be able to create a safe, calm learning environment.  We welcome parental visitation.
However, we need to respect the integrity of the teaching environment. Thus, parental
visitation must be done with the prior approval from Rabbi Londy.  Rabbi Londy and the
teacher will discuss an appropriate time for this visit to take place.

Early Pick-Up

We have very little time with our students. We ask that families do everything in their power
to arrange their schedules so that their children do not need to leave early.  If parents (or their
surrogate) need to take a child out early, they need to come to the office first. They need to
sign the child out.  They will  receive a pass to take to the classroom so that the teacher can
dismiss the child.  A teacher is not permitted to allow a child to leave class without
authorization from the office that the child has been appropriately signed out.   This
procedure is here to protect the student, the teacher, and our parents. There will be no
exceptions.
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Bringing a Friend to Class

A student may only bring a friend to class with the prior permission of Rabbi Londy.  We ask
that this permission be requested at least 24 hours prior to the school session.  If an
arrangement has been made for the child to bring a friend, the visitor (friend) must come to
the office first to gain a permission slip to visit the classroom. 

Report Cards

Our vision is to create a learning community where learning takes place without a sense of
judgment and competition. Our goal is to develop a commitment to Jewish life, an awareness
of God, sense of a Jewish community and a respect of other human beings. Character
development, religious growth, and community building are primary. We are interested in
impacting these young people in a very personal way. 

At the end of the year, student progress reports are filled out and sent home.  There are no
grades.  The teachers give a personal reflection on each student’s progress both spiritually
and academically.

Getting Involved in Your ChildÕs Education

One of the major goals of our Religious School is to work towards joining school and
parents in a partnership venture for   Jewish education. Working with parents especially the
classroom parent is useful. 

Each class needs Class Parent who are assigned by the Parent Association and who will be
called upon when your childÕs class or grade is in need of special assistance. Sharon
Feldman, our Parent Association President, is looking for volunteers from all classes. 

Supporting the activities of the Parent Association especially joining their steering committee
is vital to the success of our school. Please complete the Volunteer Opportunities Form and
return to us. Sharon Feldman may be reached at sfeldman@amlpc.com. 

Attendance Policy

Hours matter in Jewish education.  Every time a student misses a class this causes a break in
the learning experience.  

Attendance is taken by the teachers every day the Religious School is in session.

When a student is late to class, that will be duly noted as well.

Af ter each absence, an ABSENCE CARD is filled out and sent home.

We expect a minimum 75% attendance throughout the year.  If a student is excessively
absent, the school will require the student to receive private tutoring at the familyÕs expense.
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What if my ChildÕs Schedule Does Not Permit Him/Her to Attend
Religious School?

We believe in our program.  We want our students to learn and to be part of a community.
However, we live in a complex world and every family has unique needs.   We have procedures
and protocols to address these unique situations.  We want our school to be user friendly.
Contact Rabbi Londy if this is an issue for your family and your child.
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Arrival and Dismissal

Kindergarten and First Grade

Kindergarten and First Grade students must be brought to their classroom by an adult.  The
students wil l be dismissed from their classrooms. Parents or an authorized person for pick
up should stand outside the class until the teachers have formally dismissed the class.

2  nd   through 6  th   grades  

From 2nd grade through 6th grade, students are brought down by their teachers to the area
immediately outside of the main sanctuary. There the teachers are responsible for making
sure that a child is connected with an authorized person for pick up.  The teachers and
Sharrye Moore, Religious School Office Managaer, have a comprehensive list of who is
authorized to pick up every child. If a person is not on the list as an authorized person for
pick up, the student will not be released to them. The parents can always add authorized
persons for pick up by contacting the office.

Students and parents leave through the Park Avenue Exit.

We ask that parents do not take their child as they come off the elevator and take them out
the Lexington Avenue exit.  
The teachers will not leave until every child is accounted for.

Please be prompt.  If you are going to be delayed, please inform us so that your child will
not be worried.

We know that parking is a major problem.  However, it is not permitted for students to go
out to a vehicle unattended by a parent or authorized person for pick-up.  If you want your
child to be released in that manner, the parent must indicate in writing that this is permitted.

If the student is not picked up by 6:00 pm, the student is taken to the Religious School office
on the 5th floor.
 
All of these rules are meant to keep our students safe.  Safety and security is our highest
priority. We ask for your full cooperation in this matter. Please ensure that you have
completed all appropriate paperwork regarding pick-up prior to the first day of school. 
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School Closures & The Alert Now System

Please refer to the school calendar. However there may be unforeseen circumstances where we need
to cancel a regularly scheduled session.

We use the ALERT NOW - Rapid Notification Service. This service allows us to send a voice
message and/or email to ALL  of our student's parents on their contact numbers (home phones, work
phones and cell phones) within minutes after an emergency or incident has occurred at the school.

Our Religious School will  be utilizing the ALERTNOW service on a limited basis to send messages
to parents regarding: Rescheduling due to inclement weather and unforeseen circumstances when
communication with parents is required (such as a snow day). In the instance of emergency
situations, the message may provide emergency instructions to parents on what they need to do to
respond to their child. The delivery success of the message is only as successful as the contact
information we have for our students and for you, so please make certain that we have the most
current and up to date contact information. If this information changes throughout the year please
let us know immediately.

Important:

Your caller ID will  display the Temple's 212-249-5000 main number anytime a call  is coming
through from the Temple/School. Caller ID will  not display a name associated with the
number.

Your caller   ID will    display 411   anytime   an   emergency call (examples: relocation,
evacuation or lockdown) is coming through from the Temple/School.

Caller ID will  not display a name associated with the number.

The system will leave a message on your home voicemail or answering machine. It
will also call both parents' cell phones. However, the system is set to ring each line six 
(6) times. If your answering machine is set to pick up after the sixth ring a message wil l
not be delivered to your machine. We encourage you to set it at five (5) rings.

If you have such things as Telemarketer Zapper or Privacy Director on your telephone
lines you may not receive the call.    For example, with Privacy Director all
incoming calls are rerouted and the callers must identify themselves for the call to go
through.   Because our system is automated it will  not identify itself  thus the call  wil l not
get through to your number. Questions or comments may be directed to
admin@templeisraelnyc.org.

Emergency Procedures

The Religious School conducts at least one fire drill during the course of the school year. The
teachers are carefully trained as to the proper evacuation procedure.

Each class is accounted for and then given instructions. 

If the need to evacuate the building and not return to it as in the case with a fire drill, we
continue to our "safe place" in the neighborhood.
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 Temple Israel has two "safe places" where we are welcome to enter at any time in an
emergency. The first is Hewitt School, located on Seventy-Fifth Street between Park and
Madison on the north side of the street. The second is St. Jean Baptist Church, located on the
corner of Lexington and 76th street. 

Should we be required to leave the building we will be at one of these two locations. 

From here we will  wait with all students until  they are picked up. We have an emergency list
that we take with us for all drill s that has everyoneÕs contact numbers Òat a glance.Ó

Assisting Children with Special Needs

Many of our teachers have advance training in teaching students with special needs.
If your child has a unique educational style or need, please speak inform the school.
Call Rabbi Londy so that the school is aware of these issues.  Everything that is shared will be
held in confidence.

Homework

We want our students learn on multiple levels.  However, we have found home work is not
usually effective. It is appropriate and wise to require the students to practice Hebrew reading with
their parents.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

A family may set a Bar/Bat Mitzvah date beginning in the 3rd grade.  The child must be enrolled in
our school in order for the family to receive the date.  Cantor Nesis is responsible for setting these
dates.  Please contact her directly.  Let DJG see if this is OK. 

Standards for Becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Our Religious School program begins in Kindergarten and continues through the 12th grade with our
Senior Seminar. We strongly encourage our students to enter the program in Kindergarten.
However, every child  must receive a minimum of four years of Religious School education at
Temple Israel beginning in the 4th grade and continue minimally through the 7th Grade.  If a
child becomes Bar/Bat Mitzvah in the 8th Grade, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah candidate is expected to be
enrolled in our 8th Grade program. 

All  of our students will  have mastered basic Hebrew skills for Shabbat Worship in their Religious
School studies. Though Bar/Bat Mitzvah training with the Cantor will end at the time of the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah ceremony, becoming a Bat/Bar Mitzvah is a lifelong pursuit.  Our assumption is not only
that our students will  continue in the 7th and 8th Grades, but will  remain in our educational program
minimally with our Rabbis through Kabbalat Torah (Confirmation) in the 10th Grade.
  
All  parents and Bar/Bat Mitzvah candidates must attend, in the year prior to their celebration, our
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Workshops with our Rabbis and Cantors.

All  students will  meet weekly with our Cantors beginning approximately six months prior to the
celebration.  In order to become a Bar/Bat Mitzvah at Temple Israel, the child must be trained by
our synagogue Cantors.  
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In the sixth grade, special emphasis will  be placed on Hebrew prayers that your child will  chant at
their Bar/Bat Mitzvah service. In the month prior to the beginning of Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessons, a
child will  receive individualized enrichment with our Religious School Prayer Coordinator so that
the student will  be fully  prepped to begin formal Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessons. If a child has insufficient
Hebrew skil ls, as determined by the Cantor at the beginning of the training, additional tutoring
might be necessary at the familyÕs expense.  These tutors will  be engaged through the Temple
Educator. Equivalency requirements are determined by the Rabbis and Cantors of the congregation
in consultation with the Board of Trustees. 

Beginning four months prior to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony, all  families will  work privately with
Rabbi Londy in the fulfillment of the Eilu Devarim: 13 Mitzvot Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family Education
project in the months preceding the student becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 

All  students will  meet privately with Rabbi Gelfand to prepare for the celebration including the
preparation of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah Dvar Torah, sermonette, approximately six weeks prior to the
event. Parents are expected to attend the first session.

Each family  must be members in good standing at Temple Israel including Religious School and
Bar/Bat Mitzvah fees.

Creating a Positive Jewish Teaching Environment at our School

1. Hebrew Names:   

Teachers need the Hebrew names of their children and parents are requested to complete
this info. on their childÕs registration form. If a child does not have a Hebrew name, please
inform Rabbi Londy. Rabbi Gelfand and Rabbi Londy will  find an appropriate way to
provide the child with a Hebrew name. 

!" Tzedakah   and   Maasim Tovim  : (Charity and Good Deeds) 

Our school encourages the act of Tzedakah and the doing of ma'asim tovim (good deeds).
We ask that you find an appropriate time during the day both on all days of our program to
collect Tzedakah. 

Please make sure that your child has a small amount of money to give to Tzedakah when it
is collected.  Discuss with them why this is important.

We also plan on developing individual mitzvah projects for each class that hopefully will
involve the parents of our children. 

3. Encouraging Shabbat Attendance:   

We want our famili es to be active in the spiritual lif e of the congregation. Coming to
synagogue on a regular basis reinforces everything that we are trying to transmit to our
students. Temple Israel offers unique family-freidnly worship opportunities on Shabbat and
holidays. 
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Informal Jewish Education and Youth Programs

This year Temple Israel engaged a new Youth Group Advisor, Nicole Bernard.  She is
responsible for all informal youth programming.   We have three youth groups:
ManhaTI (9th Ð 12th grades)
78 Club (7th & 8th grades)
56 Club (5th & 6th grades)

If you have any questions about our youth programming, please contact Nicole Bernard, at
nbernard@templeisraelnyc.org or by calling 212-249-5002. 

Interfaith Families: Our Approach

Temple Israel of the City of New York is an inclusive community.  Rabbi Gelfand, our spiritual
leader, has been at the forefront of Jewish outreach and making synagogueÕs inclusive and
welcoming to interfaith families.  We are delighted that so many non-Jewish parents are so
supportive of the Jewish education of their children.  This support is something that we honor.

Our teachers are trained to handle the special needs of interfaith families.

We have in our school a significant number of children from interfaith families where the non-
Jewish partner has agreed to raise their children as Jewish.  However, even in these families
where a Jewish identity is sought for the children, issues about Christianity especially
Christmas arise. It is appropriate for our teachers to answer in the following way: ÒIt seems that
you have a great interest in this subject. However, this is a Jewish school and we are going to
discuss Judaism and Jewish practices.Ó
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Contact Us:

Rabbi Alan Londy, Temple Educatoralondy@templeisraelnyc.org 212-249-5002

Sharrye Moore, Office Manager smoore@templieisraelnyc.org 212-249-5002

Nicole Bernard, Youth Advisor nbernard@templeisraelnyc.org212-249-5002

www.templeisraelnyc.org
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